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ÁShare Research

ÁProvide New Insights 

ÁProvide 6 Steps To Mitigate Risk 



Why It

Mattersé



Acid Burns: The difference in the  % of deep 

tissue burns when proper first aid  is 

provided vs. when it is not 

*University of Wisconsin, School of Engineering Study



Acid Burns: % of days in hospital when 

proper first aid/emergency response is 

provided vs. when it is not 

*University of Wisconsin, School of Engineering Study



Alkali Burns: Mortality rates when proper 

first aid/emergency response is provided 

vs. when it is not 

*University of Wisconsin, School of Engineering Study



Alkali Burns: % of victims needing skin grafts 

when proper first aid/emergency response is 

available vs. when it is not. 

*University of Wisconsin, School of Engineering Study



Ensuring the state of 

ñreadinessò of emergency 

equipment can make a  

major difference in 

outcomes! 



Research Findings Show That On Average Only

1 Out of 4 Emergency Showers/Eyewash units are 

working properly and capable of providing proper first 

aidé..despite weekly or monthly checks! 



Level of Compliance

Non-Compliant: 

Performance 

Related ï79%

Compliant -12%Non-Compliant: 

Other

-9%

944 Inspections - 20 Facilities 



1 in 4
Chance !

Odds of Employee Access 

To Properly Functioning 

Emergency Equipment



Top Reasons For 

Non-Compliance



1. No Dust     

Covers .
Outlets shall be 

protected from 

airborne contaminants. 

(Sec. 5.1.3, 6.1.3, 7.1)



2.Lack Of 

Visible 

Signage

Emergency equipment location 

shall be well lit and identified with 

a highly visible sign. (Sec. 4.5.3, 

5.4.3, 6.4.3, 7.4.3)



3.Incorrect 

Application

Eyewash vs. Eye/Face Wash

The appropriate level 

of protection should 

be provided based on 

the potential hazard



4. Obstructed 

Access 

Safety station shall be 

located on the same level 

as the hazard and the 

path of travel shall be 

free of obstructions. (Sec. 

4.5.2, 5.4.2, 6.4.2, 7.4.2)



5. Incorrect Installation

Showerhead must be 82 

to 96 inches above the 

surface floor of user (Sec. 

4.1.3, 7.1) 

Actuator can not be more 

than 69 inches from the 

surface floor of the user 

(Sec. 4.2, 7.2) 



6. Inoperable 

Components

Valve shall be 

simple to operate 

and go from ñoffò to 

ñonò in one second 

or less (Sec. 

5.2,6.2,7.2) 


