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Brief History of Drug abuse ðMary Jane

u 1629 ðMarijuana introduced to the Puritan colonies of 

New England

u 1765 ðGeorge Washington was cultivating Marijuana for a 

sore tooth

u 1800õs Tincture of Cannabis is available from pharmacies,

u unpopular due to variations in potency and dosage, but 

u recreational use continues with Hashish clubs in most cities 

by 1885

u By the 20th century, marijuana use was associated with 

racial groups and drug abusers and lost popularity



u The foreign origin of marijuana lead to propaganda 

against its use (as we have just seen), by 1930õs marijuana 

was considered wicked

u In the 1960õs, drug use was considered a demonstration of 

anti -establishment leanings and became popular

u Marijuana has remained a constant presence in our society 

with gradual legislation to decriminalize and legitimize its 

use



Brief History of Drug Abuse - Opiates

u In colonial America, Opiate medications were common in London and 

imported to the colonies ðused to treat pain from diarrhea, colds, 

fever, tooth aches, cholera, rheumatism, pelvic disorders, athleteõs 

foot and baldness

u 1784 Dr. William Buchanõs book tells people how to make their own 

tincture of Opium (paregoric) to keep around the house

u 1804 catalogue listed 90 brands of elixir, by 1905 it was more than 

28,000

u 1803 Morphine developed (Morpheus ðgod of dreams)  Hypodermic 

needle invented and by the civil war Morphine was widely used as 

injectable



u 1898 Heroin developed by Friedrich Bayer : initially used 

for cough and lung conditions (tuberculosis, pneumonia), 

later used to treat Morphine addiction

u 1900 State of Vermont sold 3.3 million doses of opium a 

month

u Considered a Ghetto drug, Heroin use increased 

dramatically in the 60õs



u After the 60õs, the medical community was scared to use 

opiates for fear of creating addicts

u In the early 80õs literature came out scolding doctors for 

failing to adequately treat the pain of TERMINALLY ILL 

patients, as a result there was a marking increase in 

opiates in this population

u In the beginning of this century, drug manufacturers had 

found a lucrative market in long acting preparations of 

opiates and aggressively marketed the use of these agents 

in patients with non terminal illnesses



u Anesthesiologists and Primary care physicians recognized a 

lucrative opportunity in pain management, initially to 

supplement their income, later to specialize in it

u Opiate use sky rocketed with patients being treated with 

high dose opiates for conditions as benign as osteoarthritis

u A rapid rise in community diversion, abuse and opiate 

overdose has created a spotlight on this practice and 

legislation to combat this type of use.  The pendulum is 

swinging away from opiate use in non -acute situations



U.S. Leads the World 

in Illegal Drug Use
Despite the fact that American people make up only 

four percent of the global population, they still 
manage to use two-thirds of illegal drugs worldwide

How many drug addicts are there in the United States?

According to the National Survey on Drug Use and 
Health (NSDUH), an estimated 20 million Americans 
aged 12 or older used an illegal drug in the past 30 

days. This estimate represents 8% percent of the 
population aged 12 years old or older.









Young People Use

u In 2014, 467,000 adolescents were current nonmedical users of pain reliever, 

with 168,000 having an addiction to prescription pain relievers. 

u In 2014, an estimated 28,000 adolescents had used heroin in the past year, 

and an estimated 16,000 were current heroin users. Additionally, an 

estimated 18,000 adolescents had heroin a heroin use disorder in 2014.

u People often share their unused pain relievers, unaware of the dangers of 

nonmedical opioid use. Most adolescents who misuse prescription pain 

relievers are given them for free by a friend or relative. 

u The prescribing rates for prescription opioids among adolescents and young 

adults nearly doubled from 1994 to 2007. 



u Drug overdose is the leading cause of accidental death in the US, with 47,055 

lethal drug overdoses in 2014. 

u Opioid addiction is driving this epidemic, with 18,893 overdose deaths related to 

prescription pain relievers, and 10,574 overdose deaths related to heroin in 2014.

u From 1999 to 2008, overdose death rates, sales and substance use disorder 

treatment admissions related to prescription pain relievers increased in 

parallel. 

u The overdose death rate in 2008 was nearly four times the 1999 rate; sales of 

prescription pain relievers in 2010 were four times those in 1999; and the 

substance use disorder treatment admission rate in 2009 was six times the 1999 

rate. 

u In 2012, 259 million prescriptions were written for opioids, which is more 

than enough to give every American adult their own bottle of 

pills.



u Four in five new heroin users started out misusing 

prescription painkillers. 

u As a consequence, the rate of heroin overdose deaths nearly 

quadrupled from 2000 to 2013. 

u During this 14-year period, the rate of heroin overdose 

showed an average increase of 6% per year from 2000 to 

2010, followed by a larger average increase of 37% per year 

from 2010 to 2013.

u 94% of respondents in a 2014 survey of people in treatment 

for opioid addiction said they chose to use heroin because 

prescription opioids were òfar more expensive and harder 

to obtain.








